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Hiring the perfect wedding planner.

Loak around and weddings are everywhere — welevision, magazimes, and
i the mosaes. Weddmg planners are getting a lot of attention, As the
demand for profesannal wedding planners increases, so does the number
min and women changing carcers to try wedding plannmg,. With so many
optinns o choose from, here ane some guidelines in selecting an extraordinary
planner to gusde vou through this vulnerable joumer

Are all wedding planmers created ogual? Cibasously not and while your wedding,
day will reveal whether vou've chosen the rght planner, vou should Feel
comfident with vour chosce long bebore it's too late. An expert wedding planmer
can mean the difference between stres and joy, bebween panic and peace

A Giood Planner Listers A professional planner should listen and pay
cdose attennon to your verbal and non-verbal commumcation. They wall
promptly respond to vour questions and 1deas with diplomatie solutons,
creative mipgestions and enthosastic recommendations. [ 2 good idea
azk a planner o repear what vouve desenbed =0 Far i thar own words,
That way, vou can make sure vou are both commuonicating clearly. As
important as fulflling vour requests, is a planner’s responsibiliy o ler you
know when an idea or regquest is unrcalistc. Good planners are diplomatic.
Saymg “no” withour an explinaton or discountng vour ideas in favor of
their own is less than not professional. Atter all, they are planning ywar wedding
and a “problem™ s just an opporunity to formualate a new solution,

A grear coordinator will kelp vow articulate your yaision by looking at the
photos vou've selected from magazines or show vou photos of past events
to clicat your response and clarity your vison. This can be ke reading
braille tor a coordimator. It is a skill to be developed and 2 seasoned planner
will have whar it fakes. An extraordinary planner will even sketeh oot your
vision to confirm they are sharing vour same viston,

A Goad Planrer i Comforting A professonal planner will get oo knaosy you
arsd will buld a relasionsbag based on trust. Like 2 loving feend or famiby memiber,
your wedding phinner s somoone on whom yoo should be able o depend. Yoo
st feel comitorable wath and conneced o your wodding phnner. There are
many eecasions during, a wedding when a bride or groom cannas be phvscally
o emationally avaalable to address an e thas requares action, so vou should
know that your wedding planmer will be on top of everything thas comes up. IF
veur feel combortable with thar pdgement and reliabaity m the beginning, vou
wall el msch more combortable o vour aedding day: Somecne who wall blend
mn with voner guests and know vour vison well enoegh to be vour eves and ears.

A Good Flanner is Kind  Efficiency 15sn’t evervthing. A good planner
shuld exude warmth as well. An extracrdinary planner will treat everyone
involved with the wedding kindly and respecttully. Exch family member,
guest, vendor and statt member should be reated as well as the bride and
grosnm. They are cach a part of the wedding. Yoor planner should behave
wovard cvery guest as a gracious host, I there s a dispure, the best planners
will consistently disarm the controntation and create a “win-win™ solution
for all partics involved. Whether it means counscling 2 nervous parent,
entertaining small children, or even calming the family per, the right planner
showld be ready. Trust vour insunces. It vou don’t sense that the planner
vou're considering will trear you and vour guests the way vou would, vour
prabably ight and you showld know this is not the right person for vou.

A reed Mawnmer Stawr Ceel An extmaordinary planner knows how o
defuse unespected stress rather than amplity it They can rarchy be ratled
or pushed over the edpge. One pond way o tell how your planner may neace
i aditficult circumstances is to be ohservant of the planner’s personal lite.
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Are they sparimualle, mentally, emotionally, and phasically balanced?
Sometrmies it's casier to tell than vou may think. When vou meet with them
are they distracted by their personal like! Do they appear to be happy or are
they complainme? This is not oo say that a grear wedding planner wha s
distracted whale they are mecting with you won’t prodsce an otstandimg
event; however, vou should realize thar this 5 typacal of how your mectings
will ke conducted and you should ke prepared not w0 el like the mos
miportant persan in the room. When someone s balanced, they are better
able to give time, energy and resources to you. A wedding planmer whao is
highly vulnerable wr having their “buttons pushed” sugeess they have unbealed
areas from their past that will impacy how they respond to crisis smuations. A
planner is odften the recipent of a client’s bear, ansacty and somctimes, rrational
and ermatic behaviar, The pliner may become the “scapegoat”™ for the residual
anger that ermanates withan many tamilies. 1t is best they that a planner come
tox thie table ready o offer with his or her oem peace, jov and balance.

A Gead Manncr i Creative A good planner’s creatvity involves maore than
colors, design and flowers, Creativaiy s also required for effective problem
sodving technegques. A diveraticd badsground and knosded ge of design, boaness
and pevchology are benehcnal when planmang 2 wedding. Their creatviey and
experience will help prevent you from making mastakes and, consequently,
wasting moncy. They wall alse know how to cur budgers when necessary,

A Good Planuer is Respected A wedding protessional should be active
within wedding mdestry assocanons and maintain strong relanonships
with other wedding protessionals. When a planner 15 haghly revered by
other top prodessionals in the industry, vow can safely assume that they work
well with nthers and exeel at therr job.

A Cread Flarner iz Avaslable and Ready Take your fime and intervicw
the planners you've discovered and those who have been recommended
vour, 1E they have yvour date available, ask if they have other commitments
that would prevent them from Fecusing omoyou st the time of your wedding,

LPecide how much assistance you expect and be cortain your planner
understands your needs. Ulimately, vour satistaction with their performance
will depend on how well they met vour expectations. You need vo decide iof
vou want somenne to help guide you through the proces of making decisions
or to make the decisions for vou. Some brides hire a planner due o their
“style™ and ability; in thas case, be prepared o ler planner do what they do best.

A Crwoad Planmer Works for Yo The oot of hanng a professional wedding
planner vanies based on the amount of tme and assistance you regquire and the
experien<e of the planner. Afer determining the approprate cost, ask how they
are compensated. In addition bo your payment, do they receive commessons
from the vendors they recommend? 1f they only reber people who pay them a
commissinn, will they be mmpartal when asasting vou in sclecting the pertoc
florist, photographer or band? However, if the commission paid to the
planiner comes out of the vendors profie {not vour waller ) e vou would hire
the mume professionals regardless of the referral, then vou may acmally come
out ahead; due to the commissions paid by other professionals, vour cosr 1o
hire thar planmer may be less than a planner where vouw are the sole souaree of
compersation. Regardless, the best wedding phinners wall only refer people who
thiey are conticdent will exceed your expectations and make vour wedding pertect.

When vou find the nght A, you'll know . I after the wedding vou were
thrilled wath your planner, please share vour expenence with others. There
15 ey greater compliment for a wedding planner than an enthusastic reterral
from a satisfied bode and groom. RARY DAk



